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MusIC AND STORIES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY...
by Craig Harris

EN WALDMAN

is for Dog Team:

laska Acrostics from A-Z
ymadic Press (2009); ISBN 978-0-
16758-1-7; 63 pp; $14.00 ($20.00 w/CD)

EN WALDMAN AND
HE SECRET VISITORS
EATURING MARK
AMSULA

is for Dog Team
ymadic Press Audio Division (2009)

EN WALDMAN AND
HE SECRET VISITORS
yme Favorites: 20 Tunes,

| Poems, Surprises

ymadic Press 884501032012 (2009)
retry, storytelling, and old-time
ppalachian-style string band
usic are combined by Anchorage-
sed writer/fiddler Ken Waldman.
aving reached out to youngsters
ith his first kid-friendly CD,

NS
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“ONE OF THE MOST INTEGRATED, ENJOYABLE
COUNTERCULTURE ACTS ARQUND,” - irly Linea

Fiddling Poets on Parade, in 2000,
Waldman returns his focus to the
younger set with a book/CD combi-
nation, D Is for Dog Team (avail-
able separately). The 64-page book
(Waldman’s eighth), a collection
of acrostic poems about Alaskan
life, is divided into two sets of 26
poems with one section, “D Is for
Dog Team" aimed at the very young
and the other. “D Is for Denali.” for
older kids and teens. Finely etched
black and white drawings by Kathy
Melnnis help to bring Waldman’s
poems about moose, whales, the
Bering Sea, and snow to life.

On the sparely produced CD,
Waldman adapts the acrostic poems
to traditional tunes played (except
for one tune with Jordan Wankof¥)
with Mark Tamsula (banjo, guitar,
fiddle). Two pieces, “Learning
Banjo” and “Old Time Fiddle
Lesson,” included as a bonus in the

‘GREAT BIG FAMILY” available on CD from www.BinkyRecords.com

)

and www.TruckstopHoneymoon.com

*

book, are also included on a career
retrospective, Some Favorites: 20
Tunes 11 Poems Surprises.

VARIOUS ARTISTS
Putumayo Kids Presents

Picnic Playground

Putumayo World Music P293-SL (2009)

Language is no obstacle on Picnic
Playground: Musical Treats From
Around the World, the latest globe-
spanning compilation assembled
by family-oriented Putumayo Kids.
Less than half of the CD’s dozen
tracks are in English, but whether
delivered in French, Danish, German,
or Spanish, the message is clear

picnicking and eating mouth-
watering delicacies are sources of
joy anywhere, There are plenty of
sweets in Maggie G's “Let’s Bake
Cookies,” Johnny Bregar’s rendi-
tion of 1940s pop hit, “Shoo Fly
Pie (And Apple Pan Dowdy)”, and
Trinidadian vocalist Asheba’s “lce
Cream.” The accent is on eating
healthfully and the importance of
natural foods, as expressed by “Eat
Like a Rainbow,” the opening track
by American singer-songwriter Jay
Mankita; “Bowl of Cherries,” a
rewrite of traditional fieldworker
song, “Pick a Bale of Cotton.” by
Ohio-based Rhythm Child: and
“Beautiful Day™ by South Africa’s

Kheswa. Liner notes are in English,
French. and Spanish, and include a
kid-friendly overview of the foods
mentioned in the songs and a pair
of recipes by child nutritionist and
FoodPlay Productions founder
Barbara Storper.

HoT PEAS’'N BUTTER
Best of the Bowl: Vol. 5
self-released (2009)

With songs about family, food,
the weather, and the joys of music
sung in English and Spanish and
set to Latin and Afro-Caribbean
rhythms flavored by jazz, rock, and
pop influences, Best of the Bowl:
Inglés y Espaiiol is a multi-cultural
treat. It represents the fifth install-
ment in the Hot Peas 'n’ Butter
musical series from vocalist Danny
Lapidus and bassist/background
singer Francisco Cotto. Two tradi-
tional songs (“Mi Cuerpo” and
*Campo”), performed solely in
Spanish. are easily understood.
The opening track, * "Round the
World,” and finale, “Que Bonita
Bandera,” which celebrates flags
of all nations, offer a global
view. Guests include Israeli-born
guitarist Oz Noy, percussionist
Jorge Vasquez, and Puerto Rican

cuatro player Yomo Toro. 3
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celebrating 33 s Years of laying down the groove Eﬂ'?ﬂ :

MARIA MULDAUR
‘Garden Of Joy’

“America’s First Lady of Roots
Music,” Maria Muldaur, retums to her

. original roots - Jug Band Music!

Special guests include John

. Sebastian, David Grisman, Taj Mahal,

JOE LOUIS WALKER
‘Between A Rock
& The Blues’

Called “one of the most
exciting and innovative artists
gracing contemporary biues”
Joe Louis Walker has created
a modern blues masterpiece,

Also available;

st‘ong’o{aintecotdb.com

Dan Hicks, Fritz Richmond and
sensational discovery Kit Stovepipe,

(780) 4686423






